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Part I

To FBI investigators, the bombing of the federal building in Oklahoma City was clearly

an act of terrorism. The FBI defines a terrorist incident as a violent act or an act

dangerous to human life, in violation of the criminal laws of the United States or of any

state, to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian population, or any segment

thereof, in furtherance of political or social goals.

But some experts see little in the Oklahoma City bombing to suggest a terrorist's aim to

intimidate or coerce a government. According to David Cole, a professor at

Georgetown University's Law Center, The Oklahoma City bombing was obviously a

tragedy and terrible, but I don't see it as evidence of some conspiracy to engage in

terrorism.

A second suspect, Terry Nichols, was also arrested in connection with the Oklahoma

City bombing. Tried and found guilty in both the Federal Courts and Oklahoma State

Court.

Domestic terrorism involves groups or individuals whose terrorist activities are directed

at elements of our government or population without foreign direction, the agency

states.

From the very beginnings of the Jewish movement to America in search of religious

freedom in the days of Peter Stuyvesant of New Amsterdam in 1654 when 23 Jews

fled from the Portuguese Inquisition in Brazil and his attempt to keep the Jews out of

New Amsterdam and then his attempts to expel them; to the Civil War and General

Grants decree against the Jews to WWII most shocking event when the Roosevelt

Administration refused to allow Jewish immigrants into America and their return to

Germany and death at the hands of the Nazi, to the Red Scare of Joseph McCarthy,



Jews have faced and lived with anti- Semitism in America. But todays new breed of

hate-mongers goes far beyond yesterdays follies.

Todays insidious hate groups come in all forms and all colors, no longer is the arena

of hate occupied only by white Anglo-Saxon Protestant such as Aryan Nations and the

Montana Militia for whites and the New Black Panther Party for blacks. Below are just a

few of the many diverse hate mongering groups existing just under the nations law

enforcement radar. Subversion and terrorism are the hallmarks of the racist movement.

Our government law enforcement agencies can not agree on a single definition of

terrorism, and the public's perception is even more confused. The term is called into

play to describe a growing range of criminal activities. Few news papers would have

described Mafia violence during Prohibition as terrorism. However today's counterpart,

violence by South American drug cartels against law enforcement efforts, is widely

known as narco-terrorism. Violence directed at abortion-clinic workers and patients

also falls into the category of terrorism, in the eyes of pro-choice advocates.

But if we keep the below simple definition in mind, then we can better understand what

a domestic terrorist is and what they do.

"Domestic Terrorism is the actions by persons seeking to persuade or dissuade the

government or people of their home country using violent means that intend to frighten

or coerce, ranging from threats to outright acts of violence such as kidnapping,

beatings, or murder."

But to understand domestic terrorism we must journey back into American history,

back before the Nazi German American Bund and the Silver Shirts whose leader was

William Pelley, a Hitler fanatic and virulent anti-Semite, who had accused Herbert

Hoover of being a puppet of international Jewish bankers who had created the Great

Depression as an act against White America. The Silver Shirts never enjoyed more



than 15,000 members by the mid-thirties and with the start of World War II and several

espionage convictions against members resulted in the organizations disbandment.

While short lived, the Silver Shirts influence on right wing American para-military

extremism extends up to the present day. Henry Beach, who decades later founded

the racist anti-tax Posse Comitatus movement, was a Silver Shirt. Another prominent

Silver Shirt racist, Gerald K. Smith, is considered an icon to generations of right-wing

racist extremists.

But this is not back far enough so we must go farther back, but not so far back as New

Amsterdam in 1654, we must go back to the era just before the American Civil War

when the black man was considered to be sub-human as the Vice-President of the

Confederate States of America Andrew Johnson so stated and that he would not live in

a country where the negro was equal to the white man. However this didnt stop him

from returning to Congress after the South lost the war. Many feel the Civil War was

about States Rights and so it was, but even more it was about slavery and the White

concept of supremacy over the Negro slave. This is the point at which most experts

agree that the white supremacy movement took root and began to form in the

organization of the Klu Klux Klan.

From this point we will attempt to recognize the different groups and if not understand,

at least gain a knowledge of what they believe and what has turned them into

domestic terrorists and murderers of their fellow American.

THE KKK

The KKK symbolic founders were 7 Confederate Civil War veterans; General Nathan

Bedford Forrest, Captain John C. Lester, Major James R. Crowe, John D. Kennedy,

Calvin Jones, Richard R. Reed, Frank O. McCord in 1866. Just after the Civil War,

feelings of resentment and anger in the South against the Union victory and the policy

of Reconstruction was so great that an organization founded for fraternal reasons, in



Pulaski, Tennessee, began to wage a violent campaign against newly freed black

slaves who exercised their rights and the whites who supported black rights and

Reconstructionism. States enacted Jim Crow laws and Black Codes, using these as a

means to oppress and segregate the black from those federal laws enacted for their

benefit, and while the Posse Comitatus Act generally restricted the use of military

troops from enforcing federal authority against civilians, the Federal government did

enact a law in 1886 that upheld the rights of the states to ban unauthorized

paramilitary training and military organizing (Presser v. Illinois, 1886). But, it would be

the Federal courts which would force the enforcement of federal civil rights laws in the

1960s, almost 100 years after the Civil War by limiting the power of individual states

and protecting and providing a means for minorities to finally receive their civil rights.

Today, 41 states have laws banning private armies or paramilitary training (Civil

Disobedience Act, 1968).

The Beginning

Just after the Civil War, with feelings running strong against the freed negro slaves

new rights and the policy of Reconstruction that an organization founded for fraternal

reasons, in Pulaski, Tennessee, began to wage a violent campaign against newly

freed black slaves who exercised their rights and the whites who supported black

rights and Reconstructionism. However, Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest expressed the

reason for the Klan was the "protection of southern womanhood".

Members of the Klan wore white robes with hoods, representing the ghosts of soldiers

that returned from the dead to get revenge on their enemies, and hiding their faces.

They rode at night to terrorize those who would try and stand up for their rights and the

whites who supported the Negro.

Another explanation of the white robes and hoods was the "anonymity of good works"

� as the Ku Klux Klan members believe their works were given to them by God, they

wore the robes and hoods as a symbol of humility.



Yet another explanation of the costumes may have been to imitate the medieval

Knights Templar an order of the Catholic Church as many of the original leadership of

the Klan were Scottish Rite Masons with the degree of "Knight Templar."

Titles such as "Grand Wizard", "Exalted Cyclops", and "Kleagle" were used to indicate

status. Its name Ku Klux Klan comes from, the Greek word for circle, and the Scots

Gaelic-derived word "clan".

The original Ku Klux Klan first established in Pulaski, Tennessee after the end of the

American Civil War on December 24, 1865 started off with an innocent beginning. Men

who belonged to the KKK began to parade around at night with much merriment and

pull innocent pranks to cheer people up during the Reconstruction. But as the men

saw how their white outfits frightened people (they look liked ghosts), they took

advantage of the fear and started scaring people at night, especially recently freed

blacks and it soon turned to violence.

The Klan also used violence and threats to persuade blacks not to take part in

government. It grew to prominence after a convention held in Nashville in the summer

of 1866. At this convention, General Nathan Bedford Forrest presided as the Grand

Wizard. The organization had two important goals: to aid Confederate widows and

orphans of the war, but also to oppose the extension of voting rights to Blacks, and

other measures to end segregation, that were introduced as part of Reconstruction.

As federal control of the ex-Confederate states was withdrawn, the local white

population re-established their power and with it segregation laws. Murder, beatings,

arson and rape soon abounded in the Klan and as Forrest saw the evil he had helped

to create, he officially disbanded the organization in 1869 because it had evolved into

an entity which he believed had strayed from its original mission and had instead

grown increasingly violent and antagonistic.



The Ku Klux Klan was originally a Protestant white-supremacist fraternal organization

in the United States, founded by ex-servicemen of the Confederate Army in 1866, but it

was disbanded by 1869.

In 1871 President Ulysses S. Grant put what was believed to be the final nail in the

Klan's coffin, and signed The Klan Act and Enforcement Act. The Klan became an

illegal terrorist group, and the use of force was authorized to suppress and disrupt the

organization's activities. These efforts were so successful that the Klan was eliminated

in South Carolina and decimated throughout the rest of the country. The Klan Act was

declared unconstitutional in 1882, but the Klan was largely gone by then.

A second distinct group using the same name was started atop Stone Mountain near

Atlanta in 1915 by William J. Simmons. This second group existed as a money-making

fraternal organization and fought to maintain the ways of the past against increasing

numbers of Roman Catholics, Jews, Blacks, Asians, and other immigrants into the

United States and this group, although preaching racism, was considered a

mainstream organization with 4 million members at its peak in the 1920s.

The second Ku Klux Klan was established during World War I, a feat which arguably

would not have been possible without President Woodrow Wilson's influence and D.

W. Griffith's controversial classic film, The Birth of a Nation. Upon seeing the film,

Wilson remarked, "It was like writing history with lightning. It is all so terribly true."

Griffith's film was based on the book and play The Clansman and the book The

Leopard's Spots, both by Thomas Dixon who intended "to revolutionize northern

sentiment by a presentation of history that would transform every man in my audience

into a good Democrat!

Many poor whites were drawn to the idea that their economic woes were caused by



Blacks, or by Jewish bankers, or by other such groups, similar to the Nazi party's

propaganda in Germany. This Klan was operated as a profit-making venture by its

leaders, and participated in the boom for fraternal organizations at the time. It differed

from the first Klan; the first Klan was Democratic and Southern, this Klan boasted

members from both the Democratic and to a lesser degree Republican parties and

was influential throughout the United States, with major political influence on

politicians in several states. The KKK, and second generation groups, began with a

Protestant base. From the early 1900s through the 1940s, hundreds of thousands of

White Anglo-Saxon Protestants (WASPs), primarily in the South and the Midwest saw

the KKK as a part of their faith. Millions more viewed the KKK's tactics as morally

reprehensible and extreme, but nonetheless saw its members as valid Christians and

generally agreed that WASPs were inherently superior to any other group. At that time,

oppressing black people, as well as Jews and Catholics, was seen by many as part of

"God's plan.

It collapsed largely as a result of a scandal involving David Stephenson, the Grand

Dragon of Indiana and fourteen other states, who was convicted of the rape and

murder of Madge Oberholtzer in a sensational trial (evidence was given that she had

been bitten so many times, that one man who saw her described her body as having

been "chewed on by a cannibal"). The second Klan dwindled in popularity throughout

the 1930s. It was disbanded in 1944 and the name Ku Klux Klan fell into the public

domain.

In the 1920s and 1930s a faction of the Klan called the Black Legion was very active in

the Midwestern U.S. Rather than wearing white robes; the legion wore black uniforms

reminiscent of pirates. The Black Legion was the most violent and zealous faction of

the Klan, and were notable for targeting and assassinating Communists and

Socialists.

The name Ku Klux Klan then fell into the public domain.



The Third Ku Klux Klan

After World War II, several organizations using the name Ku Klux Klan were

established to counter the civil rights movement of the 1960s. These are the Klans that

are still seen today, though as American society has become more racially inclusive

the Klan has once more shrunk dramatically and fractured. The major factions

currently include the Imperial Klans of America, the American Knights of the Ku Klux

Klan, and Knights of the White Camellia.

By the early 1970s, however, most groups claiming ties to the KKK dropped anti-

Catholicism from their officially-stated doctrines, and in the mid-1980s a Klan chapter

was found to exist in New York City's borough of Queens, with most of its reputed

members in fact being Catholic, primarily of Irish descent.

One former Klansman to rise to national prominence was the Democrat Senator and

later Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black, who later repudiated the organization. Early

in his political career Black defended one of the group's members for the

assassination of Father James Coyle, an Alabama Catholic priest, and obtained a "not

guilty" verdict through a Klan-controlled jury.

Another well known politician David Duke born in 1950 founded the White Youth

Alliance in the 1970s, a group affiliated with the neo-Nazi National Socialist White

People's Party in Arlington, Virginia.

In 1974, he founded and became the self-appointed Imperial Wizard of the Louisiana-

based Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. He established the National Association for the

Advancement of White People in 1980.

In 1989 Duke won a seat representing Metairie, Louisiana, in the Louisiana State



Legislature. Five unsuccessful political campaigns followed: a 1990 bid for the U.S.

Senate, a 1991 campaign for the governorship of Louisiana, a bid for the Presidency

in 1992, another senatorial race in 1996, and a 1998 attempt to win a Congressional

seat in Louisiana. In both the 1990 and 1991 races, he attracted a majority of

Louisiana's white voters. He also published a sexual self-help manual for women titled

Finders Keepers in 1976, as Dorothy Vanderbilt and as himself in My Awakening in

1998; and Jewish Supremacism 2002.

Since 2001 he has been based in Russia and the Ukraine, where he has participated

in Holocaust denial conferences and argued, in writings and lectures, that Israel

perpetrated the September 11 attacks. His most recent group started in January 2000

is the European-American Unity and Rights Organization (originally named the

National Organization for European American Rights), and is run by American

colleagues under his supervision.

One other politician is West Virginia's Democratic Senator Robert Byrd who was a

recruiter for the Klan while in his 20s and 30s, rising to the title of Kleagle; he has

called joining it his "greatest mistake."

The Klan's original 19th century manifestation is not known to have used any flags or

symbols. The second Klan version originated in 1915 focused on the use of the

American flag and a flag bearing a Christian cross, as is documented in Klan

instructional materials and photographs from the 1920s, the Klan's heyday.

Klan groups in the 1920s used as its official flag, a white field upon which was a black

cross, and superimposed a red symbol representing either a flame or a drop of blood

(explanations of this symbol vary). Although this emblem is not widely used today it is

considered the official flag and symbol of the Ku Klux Klan.

Other new KKK symbols come from the Civil War era but this only started in the 1950s



and later, and is historically just nonsense.

Many Klan groups in the 1950s and 1960s had appropriated the Confederate battle

flag (the Southern Cross, not related to the "Stars and Bars" or governmental flag of the

Confederacy). This use of the Southern symbols has been widely disavowed by

historical and heritage activists in the South today. In its current form, the Klan in some

cases continues to use both the Battle Flag and the American flag.

The Klan is known for their burning crosses, white sheets, and pointed hats, have

been involved in hangings and shootings of black people, bombings of churches, and

a number of other violent acts over the years. Klan members are reportedly great

believers in the coming of a "racial holy war", which will someday pit Klan members

and other "white-thinking" Caucasians against people of color and other members of

the "ZOG" (Zionist Occupation Government).

Klan members allege that there is a major conspiracy between Jewish people, white

liberals, black, brown, yellow, and red people, and other "minorities", to take over the

United States. Some even go so far as to suggest that all of the people mentioned

above, with the help of United Nations troops, will soon undertake a national

campaign to repress white people, take away their weapons, and imprison them in

concentration camps.

But, while often still discussed in today in American politics as representing the

quintessential "fringe" end of the far right movement it only exists in the form of a few

very isolated, scattered "supporters". The Klan has fragmented into competing factions,

where they are mostly independent, while a few remain affiliated with one of the

umbrella groups listed below. Experts estimated that no more than a few thousand

members are active and are organized into about 100 units.

But all the while that the Klan has been going down hill many other racist groups



began to organize with names like Creativity Movement (formerly World Church of the

Creator), National Alliance, American Nazi Party, National Socialists Movement,

Militias, Skinheads, Constitutionalists, and Aryan Nations as well as many more.

These home grown" extremists live and operate out of the often shadowy world where

they essential fall into three or four groups, each with a radical fringe. Experts report

that some of these groups intermingle, while others are very separate,

compartmentalized, and security conscious.

We now enter the world of stark unreality, of true paranoia and of a religious belief that

deifies reason. All the groups we will now discuss share a common religious belief

some to a lesser degree than others but still paramount in their hate groups. We will

begin with their religious beliefs.

Creativity Movement (formerly World Church of the Creator)

The Christian Identity Religious Beliefs

Christian Identity has its roots in a curious Victorian belief. Christian Identity is a direct

spiritual descendant of British Israelism, a belief crystallized when John WIlson argued

in 1840 that the similarity between English and Hebrew institutions and language was

no mere coincidence. The idea took a firm hold on the Victorian imagination-and the

royal families of England and Scotland were given "Hebrew" bloodlines-and it

encouraged beliefs including that the Stone of Scone, on which Scottish royalty was

traditionally crowned, was originally the base for the Ark of the Covenant.

WIlson believed that Christ's return was imminent. In America, the belief found a willing

audience in the followers of William Miller, who declared that Christ would return on

October 22, 1844-followed by the destruction of the world by fire. Miller's reasoning

was based on an interpretation of the passage of days in the book of Daniel (which,

along with Revelation, still provides most of the grist for would-be prophets today).

When Christ failed to appear at the appointed hour, it was called the Second Great



Disappointment. The first disappointment had been in 1843, the date Miller first

predicted the world would end, and then revised. Even after two such spectacular

failures, many Millerites refused to abandon their belief, and formed the Seventh Day

Adventists.

The next big date in millennial prophecy, of course, was 1900. Although many writers

attribute the modern Pentecostal movement to California's Azusa Street Revival in

1906, there is good evidence for placing its birth more than five years earlier, in the

Bethel Bible School at Topeka, Kansas.

Shortly after midnight on January 1, 1901-after spending the last night of 1900 in a

watch-night prayer vigil-a young woman named Agnes Ozman begged holiness

preacher Charles Fox Parham to pray for her to be filled with the Holy Spirit and speak

in another tongue as proof. After all, four times in the book of Acts, when people were

filled with the spirit, they spoke in an unknown tongue. And Parham himself had visited

others, such as Alexander Dowie and Frank Standford, whose students had spoken in

tongues. Agnes began uttering something that Parham took as Mandarin Chinese,

and the other students reported seeing a halo behind her head and an unearthly glow

from her face. Soon Parham and the other students were speaking in tongues as well,

and the preacher believed it was to allow the uneducated to convert the Chinese in

their own language. It was a sign, he believed, of a second Pentecost, an outpouring

of the spirit before the Rapture, when Christ's church was to be taken bodily into

heaven. The original Pentecost, fifty days after Christ's resurrection, was marked by the

descent of the Holy Ghost upon the twelve remaining Apostles. Judas Iscariot, the

thirteenth disciple, had already hanged himself by this time.

News of the amazing things happening at Bethel Bible School was carried in the

Kansas City and St. Louis newspapers, which reported that Agnes not only spoke in

Chinese for three days, but claimed to be able to write it, as well. The newspapers

were skeptical, however, and the linguists they consulted said the symbols Agnes



produced were just scribbling.

Later, a one-eyed black man named William Seymour would hear Parham preach

(some say from a hallway of a segregated church) in Houston, Texas. In 1906,

Seymour would be called to Los Angeles to preach at the Asuza Street Mission.

Parham was dismayed by the unseemly mixing of blacks and whites at the Azusa

mission, and was skeptical of their outpouring of faith, which he called "wild. fire."

Parham would establish his "world headquarters' for his Apostolic Faith Movement in

Baxter Springs Kansas, but his congregation would never enjoy the success of the

California upstarts. Much of the problem may have been rumors that circulated about

Parham's personal life. In 1907, he was accused of sodomy in San Antonio, Texas,

with an "angel-voiced" young man named J.J. Jourdan. While the charges were later

dropped, the damage had been done, and a statement carried in the newspapers,

attributed to Parham, amounted to a confession: He had shared a bed with Jourdan,

and did not remember what might have happened in his sleep. Parham died January

29, 1929. He had collapsed in the pulpit in Houston several days before, but made it

home to Baxter Springs before expiring. No physician was called because Parham did

not much believe in "doctoring," feeling that all healing came from the Holy Spirit. The

cause of death was listed as "exhaustion."

Not many people were ever converted to Christianity by evangelist speaking in

tongues in the convert's native language, either in Chinese or any other human

language. Officials for the Apostolic Faith Church that Parham founded, and which not

only survives but operates a two-year Bible college in Baxter Springs, still regard

tongues as a sign of the "latter rain," but are less certain than Parham was of its earthly

purpose.

At about the time of Parham's death, Anglo-Israelism got a shot in the arm when

Howard B. Rand became the national commissioner of the Anglo-Saxon Federation of

America. Rand's major contribution was a renewed anti-Semitism. Battered by the



Depression, many Americans found comfort in the fantasy that the Old Testament was

really written about their forebears. The covenants God made with the Israelites

continued in full force and effect for white Americans, who were truly the Chosen. By

1933, Herbert W. Armstrong-a former American Adventist, one of the groups that could

trace its ancestry back to the Millerites-had established the Eugene, Oregon

congregation that would eventually become the Worldwide Church of God. Through

his weekly radio program, Armstrong would introduce millions of Americans to the

concept of British Israelism. Armstrong predicted that the "Great Tribulation" would

begin around 1972, culminating in Christ's return in 1978.In 1995, after Armstrong's

death, the Worldwide Church of God dropped British-Israelism and apologized for

having taught "erroneous doctrines. The belief continued, however, 'privately and in

small (or not so small) churches. The movement became the glue that held various

factions of the far right together, from those who were horrified by Ruby Ridge and

Waco to the Oklahoma City bombers to alleged Olympic Park bomber Eric Rudolph.

Not all who subscribe to this doctrine, of course, are violent nut jobs.

But Christian Identity is an ideological lightning rod. In its most aggressive form,

Christian Identity teaches that Jews and other non-whites are "mud people" without

human souls because they are the offspring of a sexual dalliance between Eve and

Satan in the Garden of Eden. Also, most of these groups preach that a cataclysmic

battle between good (the Anglos) and evil (everybody else) is imminent, and that

biblical prophecy is in full swing, and that a New World Order led by the Beast is just

around the comer.

This white supremacist movement focuses on nothing less than total white rule of the

world. The movement says they will do so through legal means and their battle cry is

"RAHOWA" which stands for RAcial HOly WAr. They wish to build "a whiter and

brighter world".



Founded in 1973 by Ben Klassen it operation is in East Peoria, Illinois and its current

leader is Matt Hale who took over the movement in 1996 and in April of 2005 was

sentenced to 40 years in prison for his plot to kill a federal judge. Its main

headquarters is in Riverton, Wyoming

Its ideology is white supremacy, it considers itself a religion founded on the proposition

that the white race is "nature's highest creation" and that "white people are the creators

of all worthwhile culture and civilization." Followers of the WCOTC do not believe in

God, heaven, hell or eternal life. They consider Jews and nonwhites, whom they refer

to as "mud races," to be the "natural enemies" of the white race. WCOTC bible is a 32-

page anti-Semitic and racist propaganda booklet called The White Man's Bible.

The Creativity Movement is one of the most notorious hate groups in America, gaining

publicity for its rapid growth and the violent incidents with which it was associated.

Founder Ben Klassen

Ben Klassen, a one-time Florida state legislator was born in the Ukraine and raised in

Canada. For almost a decade before establishing the group, Klassen drifted among

far-right causes, first as a member of the John Birch Society -- which he later

denounced as a "smokescreen for the Jews" -- and later as Florida chairman of

George Wallace's 1968 independent presidential campaign.

In 1973, Klassen formed the COTC with the publication of a 511-page tome entitled

Nature's Eternal Religion. The book was a call to "completely reject the Judeo-

democratic-Marxist values of today and supplant them with new and basic values, of

which race is the foundation." As his title indicates, Klassen believed that race had

transcendent meaning. It embodied absolute truth; Christianity, by contrast, he

disdained as a "suicidal religion."

Over the next decade, Klassen appeared to attract few converts to his faith, and his



contribution to the radical right consisted mostly of occasional propaganda pamphlets.

In 1983, he began publishing a monthly tabloid called Racial Loyalty, from which he

anthologized articles into a number of books, the best known of which is Rahowa! This

Planet Is All Ours (1987). In characteristic language, Klassen declared: RAHOWA! In

this one word we sum up the total goal and program of not only the Church of the

Creator, but of the total White Race and it is this: We take up the challenge. We gird for

total war against the Jews and the rest of the goddamned mud races of the world --

politically, militantly, financially, morally and religiously....We regard it as a holy war to

the finish -- a racial holy war. Rahowa! is INEVITABLE. It is the Ultimate and Only

solution.

While extreme and bizarre, Klassen's battle cries attracted increasing numbers of

white supremacists around the world. Enjoying active members in Sweden, Canada

and South Africa, COTC became one of the few American hate groups with

international followers. South Africa's COTC chapter drew particular attention in 1992:

two professed members of an undercover police unit reported that they had been

instructed by superiors to join COTC in order to recruit South African racists into a "dirty

war" against the African National Congress.

Klassen's stridency also attracted hard-core bigots, and through their activities the

seeds were planted for COTC's eventual demise. Most significantly, on May 17, 1991,

George Loeb, a COTC reverend with a history of racist harassment, murdered a black

Gulf War veteran, Harold Mansfield Jr., in a Neptune Beach, Florida, parking lot

following an alleged dispute between the two men. Loeb was sentenced to life with no

possibility of parole for 25 years.

In March 1994, the family of the murdered sailor, represented by the SPLC, filed a

lawsuit against COTC seeking $1 million in damages and the dissolution of the

organization for vicarious liability in the murder. Klassen appeared to anticipate this

lawsuit and spent the last year of his life in an effort to unload COTC assets and divest



himself of responsibility for the organization. In September 1992, he sold the North

Carolina compound that housed his headquarters to William Pierce, head of the neo-

Nazi National Alliance. Pierce, who paid Klassen $100,000, almost immediately

placed the land back on the market for $299,900.

According to court records, the compound was sold in 1994 for approximately

$185,000 to a buyer who had no ties to the hate movement.

As well as unloading his assets, Klassen, in his 70s, searched for a successor to lead

his church. His leading choice, Rudy "Butch" Stanko, was serving a six-year prison

sentence at the time for selling tainted meat to public school cafeterias.

Klassen changed his mind at some point and instead selected Charles Altvater, a

Baltimore, Maryland, and pizza delivery man. Even before Altvater could take control

of the church, however, the indecisive Klassen appointed yet another successor, Mark

Wilson (who was also known as Brandon O'Rourke), a Milwaukee skinhead leader

who in fact ran COTC for six months, until January 1993. (Altvater, who remained a

loyal COTC member even after his demotion, was arrested in 1992 and convicted of

reckless endangerment for placing a bomb on the porch of a Baltimore County police

officer's home.)

Perhaps sensing that the Milwaukee skinhead's propensity for reckless behavior made

him difficult to control, Klassen abruptly dismissed Wilson and replaced him with

Richard McCarty, a telemarketer previously unknown in hate group circles. Klassen's

letter introducing McCarty to COTC members was virtually the last public act he

performed in connection with the organization and on August 6, 1993, he committed

suicide by swallowing four bottles of sleeping pills. He was 75.

The Church that McCarty inherited from Klassen continued to spiral out of control in

1993, even before Klassen officially introduced McCarty as the group's leader.



On July 15th, eight individuals with ties to COTC - as well as to Tom Metzger's White

Aryan Resistance and to a local gang called the Fourth Reich Skins -- were arrested in

Southern California on charges of plotting to instigate a race war by bombing the

largest black church in Los Angeles and assassinating Rodney King, whose

videotaped beating by white police officers in 1991 spurred national controversy (and,

after the officers were acquitted of criminal charges, the 1992 Los Angeles riots).

Eleven days later, police in Salinas, California, arrested two skinheads on shoplifting

charges -- one of them, Jeremiah Gordon Knesal, described himself to the F.B.I. as the

Washington State director of COTC.

During a search of the suspects' car, officers uncovered a cache of weapons and

ammunition, hate literature and a page from a Portland, Oregon, telephone book

listing Jewish agencies and synagogues. Questioned by federal agents, Knesal

confessed to his involvement in the July 20, 1993, firebombing of an N.A.A.C.P. office

in Tacoma, Washington; authorities stated that the Tacoma bombing, for which a third

skinhead was also arrested, was part of a larger conspiracy to attack Jewish and

African American institutions, military installations, gay and lesbian gathering places

and radio and television stations.

McCarty being no leader and no public speaker was unable to give the fiery and

rousing rhetoric to excite his followers. When, less than a year after Klassen's death,

the SPLC filed suit against the organization seeking its disbandment, McCarty quickly

gave in.

In 1996, COTC was reborn as WCOTC with the emergence of the young law school

graduate Matt Hale as its leader. Hale's publicity skills, his unsuccessful battle to

obtain his law license in Illinois, all kept the WCOTC in the headlines in recent years.

In November 2002, the WCOTC lost a copyright infringement lawsuit brought against it



by the Te-Ta-Ma Truth Foundation, which had successfully trademarked the name

"Church of the Creator" years ago. A federal judge ordered the WCOTC to stop using

its name, take down its web sites and give up the web address, and to turn over all

printed material bearing its name.

Hale refused to comply with the order and in January 2003 had arrived for a contempt

of court hearing when he was arrested for soliciting the judge's murder. In April 2005

Hale was sentenced to 40 years in federal prison for his plot to kill the Judge.

WCOTC Reborn: The Rise of Matt Hale

The COTC had a violent reputation, though little energy, when a young and avid white

supremacist named Matt Hale hitched his star to the group. Born in 1971, Hale had

been an avowed racist since the age of 12, when he became fascinated with Adolf

Hitler and National Socialism after reading The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich and,

later, Hitler's Mein Kampf. From the 8th grade through his college years, Hale had

been active in a variety of (usually tiny) racist organizations: The New Reich, the

American White Supremacist Party, and the National Association for the Advancement

of White People and the National Socialist White Americans' Party. He discovered

COTC in the early 1990s while attending Bradley University in Peoria, but he did not

focus his energy on the group until 1995, when he saw an opportunity for leadership.

The following year, on July 27, 1996, his 25th birthday, a group of church elders

known as the Guardians of the Faith Committee "anointed" him Pontifex Maximus

(meaning "highest priest") of the renamed World Church of the Creator. Hale

revitalized the organization; it began to attract hundreds of mostly young male

followers -- as well as a considerable amount of media attention due to the legal and

illegal actions of a handful of dedicated members. Hale and his supporters propagated

their message through aggressive pamphleteering, the proliferation of WCOTC-

affiliated Web sites, newsletters, a public-access cable show ("White Revolution") that

has aired in three states and highly publicized, albeit often sparsely attended, public

meetings. Hate on the Internet WCOTC has made extensive use of cyberspace. The



Internet "has the potential to reach millions of White People with our message and we

need to act on that immediately," Hale states.

The group's main site is extensive, updated frequently and designed to make

membership easy: visitors are provided a membership form, a list of local "churches"

and a lengthy member-ship manual that explains Creativity and covers topics like the

WCOTC wedding ceremony, advice on dealing with law enforcement and a "Child

Pledging Ceremony." Linked in a "Creator Web ring," more than 30 WCOTC subsidiary

sites share substantial content with the main site but also serve a variety of more

specific purposes. Several are operated by WCOTC chapters in different states,

including Arkansas, Michigan, New York and Ohio. Other sites are designed for

skinheads, women and children.

WCOTC also has an international Web presence, with sites representing chapters in

Austria, Belgium, Ireland, Poland, Russia and South Africa. Outreach to Women and

Children Unlike most other hate groups; WCOTC makes a concerted effort to reach out

to women. It offers two venues for women -- The Women's Frontier and The Sisterhood

of the WCOTC, each with its own Web site and newsletter. Although church ideology

does not consider men and women to be equal, women do play a central role -- they

are not only encouraged to become members but also to become leaders, "While the

Church first and foremost views women's most natural and important role to be that of

mother to beautiful White children and loving wives to our glorious White men, our

women members, just as our male Creators, can become ordained Reverends and

rise to positions of influence." At present, the WCOTC Web site lists two contacts for

The Sisterhood and two for The Women's Frontier. The Sisterhood advertises itself

primarily as a place to "provide an outlet for [white women] to express their feelings of

racial loyalty in positive ways," such as writing poetry and providing support for other

"white sisters," while The Women's Frontier focuses on direct racial activism, such as

distributing WCOTC propaganda and attending meetings and rallies.



The WCOTC also actively recruits children. The WCOTC Kids! site (subtitled "Creativity

for Children") utilizes youth-friendly graphics to attract young Web users. The main

page explains that "the purpose is to make it fun and easy for children to learn about

Creativity." Instead of going into detail about the group's racist ideology, children are

offered "games and stories and stuff," like crossword puzzles with the following clues:

"The _____ are the deadliest enemies of the White Race" or "_____ was the greatest

White Leader that ever lived." The answers, "Jews" and "Hitler," are provided on a

separate page. Recruitment Within the Prisons WCOTC expends considerable effort

recruiting and maintaining members in prison, many of whom are violent criminals. In

fact, roughly 30 percent of the domestic contact points for the WCOTC are prisoners.

Additionally, one of the contact points for The Sisterhood, "Sister Anne," is specifically

designated as the "Prisoner Support Contact." On The Women's Frontier Web site, a

page has been devoted to "Political Prisoners"; according to the site, "a political

prisoner is a man or woman who has taken conscious action for our Race, resulting in

their persecution, arrest, and imprisonment." Two of the five prisoners who had been

listed are convicted murderers (the site notes that "the WCOTC does not necessarily

condone the actions of all individuals on this list").
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